
Harlem Renaissance Poetry Memorization Project: “I, Too” by Langston Hughes 

100 points  

 

Name:__________________________________________ Date:_________________________ 

 
 A  B  C  D  F (50%) 

Poem Recitation 

Volume Loud enough to be 

heard by all audience 

members throughout 

the presentation 

Most audience 

members can hear, 

but quiet at times 

(loud enough 90% 

of the time) 

Volume control 

needs work.  Several 

people unable to hear 

Too quiet.  Only 

those in the very 

front can hear.  Too 

soft to be heard by 

all audience 

members. 

Poem not 

memorized to 

completion. 

Speaking 

Clarity and  

Speed 

Spoken distinctly and 

at a natural pace(95-

100% of the time) so 

the language does not 

sound awkward 

Speaks clearly 

most of the time, 

but pace is either a 

little on the fast or 

slow side 

Speaks clearly (85-

94% of the time) 

and/or speaks too 

quickly or too slowly 

Often mumbles or 

cannot be 

understood OR 

shows no control 

over speed.  

Sounds awkward 

Evidence of 

memorization 

and Preparation 

Student is completely 

prepared and has 

obviously rehearsed. 

No prompting required 

Student seems 

pretty prepared but 

might have needed 

a couple more 

rehearsals. 1 

prompt needed. 

The student is 

somewhat prepared, 

but it is clear that 

rehearsal was 

lacking. 2 prompts 

needed or big pauses. 

Student does not 

seem at all 

prepared to present. 

More than 2 

prompts needed, 

major pauses, but 

does manage to 

complete task. 

Eye Contact 

And Posture 

Establishes clear eye 

contact with each  

audience member and 

stands up straight and 

looks relaxed and 

confident. 

Stands up straight 

and establishes eye 

contact 

Sometimes stands up 

straight but may look 

down or around 

several times. 

Constantly 

avoiding eye 

contact; slouches 

during presentation 

           OR 

Presents from the 

back of the room 

Listens to others 

presentations 

Listens intently.  

Does not make 

distracting noises or 

movements. 

Listens intently but 

has one distracting 

noise or movement 

Sometimes does not 

appear to be listening 

but is not distracting 

Sometimes does 

not appear to be 

listening and has 

distracting noises 

or movements 

Extra Credit or 

Deductions 

 

Extra credit may be earned for costumes, props, or creative presentation style 

10% deduction on final grade if student is not prepared to present on assigned day: Friday 

3/18 

 

 

Final Grade:   

 

_____/100 

 

 

 

Comments: 

 

 

  



Lit/Lang III: Borger 

Harlem Renaissance Poetry Memorization Project 

100  points 

Due Date: By Friday, March 18th  

 

 

 

In this project, you will memorize and recite a poem from the Harlem Renaissance. This means that you will 

need to practice and become familiar with all the words and pronunciations as well as the overall meaning of 

the poem.  Understanding the poem will allow you to place pauses and emphasis on key words in the right 

place.    

 

I will be grading you on your volume, speed, pronunciation, eye contact, and of course full memorization of the 

piece.  Practice in front of a mirror, a friend, or family member.  Make sure you know the correct pronunciation 

of all the words; sometimes this can be tricky!  Refer to pages 1110-1111 in the text for more tips on reciting 

literature.  

 

If you do not present your poem on the assigned day, your grade will be reduced by 10%.  If the poem is not 

memorized to completion, you will only receive 50% of the points.  Extra points can be earned from costuming, 

props, or creative presentation style.   

 
I, Too 
By Langston Hughes 
 

I, too, sing America. 
 
I am the darker brother. 
They send me to eat in the kitchen 
When company comes, 
But I laugh, 
And eat well, 
And grow strong. 
 
Tomorrow, 
I'll be at the table 
When company comes. 
Nobody'll dare 
Say to me, 
"Eat in the kitchen," 
Then. 
 
Besides, 
They'll see how beautiful I am 
And be ashamed— 
 
I, too, am America.  
 


