
Literature Response 
 

One-Pager 
 
A one-pager is a way of responding to a piece of writing on a single sheet of paper.  It represents your 
own written and graphic interpretation of what you have read.  It may be very literal (just based on the 
facts or information in the piece) or it may be a symbolic representation of the piece. It helps you as a 
reader to visualize what you are reading. Complete a One-Pager for either “Occurrence at Owl Creek 
Bridge” or “To Build a Fire.” 
 
Directions: 

1. Must be on standard sized, unlined paper 
2. Must fill the entire page 
3. Writing must be in ink or typed…no pencil 
4. Include the title and the author of the piece 
5. Use colored pens or markers unless otherwise directed 

   
The following elements are required on the one-pager and may be arranged on the page in any way 
you choose: 
 

1. Must have two or more excerpts from the reading.  (Passages that you like or think are 
important) 

2. Must have a graphic representation:  drawing, magazine picture, or computer graphic that 
ties to the piece you read and the quotes you chose. 

3. Must include a personal response to what you have read:  comment, interpretation, 
evaluation, etc. 

 
Keep these directions with you, as we may do this activity several times throughout the course of this 
class. 
 
Student  
Sample: 
 
 

Contents of the Dead Man’s Pockets 

By Jack Finney 

 

 

“…his cigarette, the ash long, was still burning in the ashtray where he’d left it…” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“All they’d find in his pockets would be the yellow sheet.  Contents of the dead man’s pockets, he thought, 

one sheet of paper bearing penciled notations—incomprehensible.” 

 

I love the suspenseful moments in this story and feel the author weaves a great tale.  I love that the main 

character faces both an external and internal conflict in the story; this makes the story more compelling.  I 

am not sure if I find the ending credible…how could he let go of the paper so easily?  This story certainly 

shows the dangers of ambition, and causes one to reflect on what its truly important in life.   


